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On Saturday, August 13, 2022, the Northside Hospital Cancer Institute hosted the 
inaugural Patient Education Conference at the Hotel at Avalon. The conference 
brought together close to 200 patients, caregivers and community resource 
representatives, providing helpful tips for navigating the cancer journey. Sessions 
were divided into three groups based on the stage of the cancer journey: patients (all 
stages), caregiver and advanced disease. During each session, patients and caregivers 
had the opportunity to ask questions and learn more about various topics including 
treatment side effects, symptom management, caregiver support, and next steps for 
cancer survivors. Several Northside Hospital physicians volunteered as speakers and 
panelists for the sessions, including Dr. I-Wen Chang, Dr. Ahmed Ali, Dr. Ioana Bonta, 
Dr. Jada Reese-Sheriff, Dr. Paul Gill and Dr. Jack Chen. Both patients and physicians 
provided positive feedback after the conference. We look forward to expanding our 
patient education opportunities in 2023.

"This conference was so great! After going through cancer treatment, it was nice to have this for 
information and meeting others. They really did an amazing job. The people, speakers, gifts and 
food were terrific. I had a smile on my face for the rest of the day and I made a new friend."

"As a cardiologist, I was honored by the invitation to speak regarding cardiac effects of cancer 
treatments. As new and effective therapies target cancer cells, they may also harm heart tissue. 
The field of cardio-oncology is geared toward providing care for cancer patients’ heart health 
before, during and after their treatments. These cardiac effects can surface years after therapy, 
making their recognition, diagnosis and treatment an important aspect of the survival program."

"It was very gratifying to be able to meet with our patients, outside of the routine of the clinic, and 
to hear what they value the most in the relationship with their medical team. It was also helpful to 
hear firsthand from patients and learn about the most fulfilling part of their respective journeys 
as well as learn how we can serve them better. Although every patient is different, there are certain 
core needs we all have: to care for each other, to know we are in this together."

Traci Hatos, Patient Attendee

Dr. Jack Chen

Dr. Ioana Bonta

Ongoing Lung Cancer Clinical Trials
Protocol Number and Study TitleStudy No.

S1827 || MRI Brain Surveillance Alone vs MRI Surveillance and PCI: A Randomized Phase III Trial in SCLC (MAVERICK)

(continued on page 2)

C-431 NCT04155034

Key Eligibility Criteria                                                           
• Histologically confirmed diagnosis of SCLC
• Immunotherapy concurrent with and/or adjuvant to 

first-line therapy is allowed at the discretion of the 
treating physician

Study Design
Arm I: PCI + MRI surveillance
Arm II: MRI surveillance alone

�NCT�Identifier

Clinical Trials and Research

tel://404.531.4444 
http://northside.com/cancer-institute
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT04155034
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Ongoing Lung Cancer Clinical Trials (continued from page 1)
Protocol Number and Study TitleStudy No.

MK-3475-B98 || A Phase 1b/2 Study to Evaluate the Efficacy and Safety of Pembrolizumab in Combination with 
Investigational Agents for the Treatment of Participants with PD-1/L1-refractory ES-SCLC in Need of Second-Line 
Therapy (KEYNOTE-B98)

MK-3475-B99 || A Phase 2 Study to Evaluate the Efficacy and Safety of Pembrolizumab plus Investigational Agents 
in Combination with Etoposide and Cisplatin or Carboplatin for the First-Line Treatment of Participants with ES-SCLC 
(KEYNOTE-B99)

NRG-CC009 || Phase III Trial of SRS versus HA-WBRT for 10 or Fewer Brain Metastases from SCLC

C-465

C-466

C-471

ES, extensive stage; HA-WBRT, hippocampal avoidant whole brain radiotherapy; MRI, magnetic resonance imaging; NCT, national clinical trial; PCI, prophylactic cranial 
irradiation; SCLC, small cell lung cancer; SRS, stereotactic radiosurgery. 

NCT04938817

NCT04924101

NCT04804644

Key Eligibility Criteria                                                           
• Confirmed diagnosis of Stage IV, second-line ES-SCLC
• Progressed on or after treatment with an anti-PD-1/PD-L1 

administered as part of first-line platinum-based therapy

Key Eligibility Criteria                                                           
• Confirmed diagnosis of Stage IV, first line ES-SCLC

Key Eligibility Criteria                                                           
• Proven diagnosis of SCLC within 5 years of registration.
• ≤10 brain metastases ≤ 3 cm in largest diameter and 

outside a 5-mm margin around either hippocampus

Study Design
• Arm A: MK-1308A
• Arm B:  MK-1308A + Lenvatinib
• Arm C:  MK-1308A + MK-4830
• Arm D: MK-4280A

Study Design
• Arm A: Pembrolizumab + MK-4830 + Etoposide/

Platinum Chemotherapy
• Arm B: Pembrolizumab + MK-5890 + Etoposide/

Platinum Chemotherapy
• Arm C: Pembrolizumab + Lenvatinib + Etoposide/

Platinum Chemotherapy

Study Design
Arm I:  SRS
Arm II: HA-WBRT + Memantine

�NCT�Identifier

IN THE NEWS: Update for Clinicians

with trilineage hematopoiesis, myeloid-to-erythroid ratio >5:1, 
with atypical megakaryocytic hyperplasia, moderately 
increased fibrosis, but no increase in blasts. Based on the 
biopsy results, the patient was diagnosed with chronic 
myeloproliferative neoplasm-primary myelofibrosis and began 
treatment with hydroxyurea for cytoreduction and aspirin 
for thromboprophylaxis. Within 4 months of hydroxyurea 
treatment, the patient’s platelet count normalized and anemia 
resolved. The patient remained stable and continued to 
tolerate hydroxyurea. 

This is the first known case of a patient with essential 
thrombocythemia identified to have triple mutations JAK2 
L611S, CALR type 1, and tier 1, MPL W515R. The presence of 
driver mutations has diagnostic, prognostic, and therapeutic 
implications in myeloproliferative disorders.

Reference: Thomas SJ, et al. Case Rep Hematol. Feb 21;2022:4579122.

The diagnosis and prognosis of myeloproliferative neoplasms 
are dependent on the presence of driver mutations in JAK2, 
calreticulin (CALR), and MPL. The presence of these three driver 
mutations in the same patient with myelofibrosis has not 
been previously described. A 73-year-old African American 
female with a medical history of glaucoma and cataracts 
presented for hematology evaluation after a hemogram 
showed thrombocytosis and anemia prior to eye surgery. 
The patient’s peripheral blood sample was obtained for 
targeted gene sequencing. Gene targets analyzed included 
all exons for calreticulin (CALR) and selected exons with a high 
prevalence for the presence of pathogenic variants JAK2 and 
MPL. Abnormal gene alterations were identified in CALR, JAK2, 
and MPL. Due to the unusual genetic mutation profile, a bone 
marrow biopsy was performed to quantify bone marrow 
fibrosis. The core biopsy demonstrated a hypercellular marrow 

A Rare Co-Occurrence of Triple Mutations in JAK2, CALR, and MPL in the Same Patient 
with�Myelofibrosis 
By Sherine Thomas, MD, Northside Hospital

Clinical Trials and Research

https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT04938817
https://www.clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT04924101
https://www.clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT04804644
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that all women undergo a risk assessment by age 25. This early 
risk assessment ensures that patients at elevated risk will 
undergo enhanced screening that includes a combination of 
mammography and MRI. Similar to guidance from the ACR, the 
NCCN now also recommends continuing screening regardless 
of pregnancy or breastfeeding.  Mammograms are safe for 
these types of patients and delaying the diagnosis of breast 
cancer would be a higher risk.
In the Breast Cancer Program at Northside Hospital Cancer 
Institute, we strive to provide the highest quality of care to 
our patients and practice in accordance with science-based 
national guidelines.  The NCCN guidelines support the 
practice patterns that we have in place throughout our system 
with state-of-the-art imaging systems and comprehensive 
programs to help save lives. 

The NCCN recently published updated patient-directed 
guidelines for breast cancer screening and diagnosis.  The 
guidelines cover topics ranging from basic information on 
breast cancer and breast imaging tests to recommendations 
regarding risk assessment and screening for women in a 
variety of situations.  
The NCCN guidelines are similar to those of the American 
College of Radiology (ACR), focusing on mammography as 
the foundation of screening for breast cancer. The guidelines 
underscore the recommendation that average-risk women 
screen with mammography every year beginning at age 
40 – the screening strategy shown to save the most lives – 
and recommends 3D mammograms whenever they are 
available. Another important focus of the NCCN guidelines is 
early identification of high-risk patients, with a recommendation 

Updated National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN) Guidelines for Patients: 
Breast Cancer Screening and Diagnosis 
By Lynn Baxter, MD, Northside Radiology Associates

Elevating the Patient Experience at Northside

IN THE NEWS: Update for Clinicians

and referring physicians. The Call Center can be reached at 
404.531.4444, and its hours of operation are 8:30 a.m.–4:00 
p.m. Monday through Friday. 
Call Center Team Members are Heather Mendenhall 
(Department Coordinator), Susan Darcy, Kathy Moreland, 
Jackie Cooper, Remie Callaghan, Pam Spencer, Maria Glisson, 
April Reid, Rebekah Ross and Tammi Gates.

The Call Center is an integral part of patient engagement 
at Northside Hospital Cancer Institute (NHCI). Since 
2019, the Call Center has received approximately 10,000  
cancer-related calls per year. The highly trained nurses at 
the Call Center are available to provide detailed information 
on Northside Hospital Cancer Institute’s physician referral 
program, available treatment options, cancer screenings, 
outpatient locations and oncology support services such as 
clinical research, nutrition, smoking cessation and genetic 
counseling. The team of nurses who staff the call center 
primarily hear from patients who have been instructed by their 
physicians to obtain referrals. Frequently patients call when 
they are seeking second opinions for treatment. Nurses follow 
up with all patients who call for physician referrals to identify 
and resolve any barriers to scheduling an appointment. The 
Call Center team meets regularly with all NHCI departments 
to ensure they are communicating the most up-to-date 
information to callers. NHCI gratefully acknowledges the 
superb service that the Call Center nurses provide to patients 

Northside Hospital Cancer Institute Call Center is a Valuable Resource for  
Patients and Caregivers

Call center nurses 
provide education 

on a variety 
of topics

"It is a privilege to lead such a 
unique clinical team. Our focus 
is to provide Northside Hospital 
patients with the highest level of 
customer service and deliver the 
very best clinical care possible."

Heather Mendenhall, 
Department Coordinator, 

Physician Referral Call Center

literature and guidelines (which includes personalized 
pharmacological implications and potential clinical trial 
participation) within the Northside Hospital Cancer Institute 
Research Program. 
The Cancer Genomics Team, though in the early stages of 
program development, is currently accepting physician 
referrals from all disease sites and is actively screening 
sarcoma, lung, and gastrointestinal primary tumors. The team 
rigorously analyzes genomic test reports utilizing the internal 
expertise of its members and literature review. External 

Northside Hospital Cancer Institute has launched our 
first Cancer Genomics Team to facilitate discussion of 
biomarker alterations, pathways and molecular signatures 
of clinically complex cases. This team consists of a 
molecular pathologist, oncology pharmacist(s), medical 
oncologist(s), research nurse and genetic counselor. The 
Cancer Genomics Team aims to interpret patient-specific  
next-generation sequencing (NGS) reports while also 
considering the patient’s diagnosis, prior therapy, treatment 
response and prior genetic testing. The primary goal is to 
help facilitate providers’ clinical application of the information 
based on current research and available clinical and scientific 

New Cancer Genomics Team at Northside Hospital Cancer Institute

(continued on page 4)
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Patients must meet the following criteria to be eligible for 
treatment with BREYANZITM 
•  Adult patients ≥ 18 years
•  Refractory to first-line chemoimmunotherapy or relapse 

within 12 months of first-line chemoimmunotherapy 
OR 
•  Refractory disease to first-line chemoimmunotherapy or 

relapse after first-line chemoimmunotherapy and are not 
eligible for hematopoietic stem cell transplantation due to 
comorbidities or age 

OR 
•  Received ≥2 lines of systemic therapy
BREYANZITM is available at Northside. For more information, 
please call 404.255.1930.

Around Our Campuses and Community

In early August, the Northside Hospital Radiation Oncology 
Program expanded to two new locations: Northside Hospital 
Radiation Oncology – Hawkinsville and Northside Hospital 
Radiation Oncology – Lake Oconee (in Greensboro). In addition 
to the two new locations in Hawkinsville and Greensboro, 

On Friday, November 11, 2022, Northside staff will have the 
opportunity to have hands-on experience with the MONARCH® 
van. The van will be parked by the pink parking deck entrance 
at Northside Hospital Atlanta from 11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. The 
MONARCH® robot is located inside the van, and visitors will 
have the opportunity to learn about and drive the robot to 
targets in a silicone lung model. There will be a tent set up 
outside the van with a video explaining the technology, a 
stimulator where people can navigate to stimulated lesions, 
and a snack station. 
Robotic bronchoscopy offers patients timely lung cancers 
diagnosis and a swift transition to treatment thanks to a strong 
collaboration between the interventional pulmonary program 
with robotic thoracic surgery. 

Radiation Oncology Expands to Two New Locations in Georgia

MONARCH® Van Coming to Northside Hospital Atlanta in November

there are several other office locations in Alpharetta, 
Atlanta, Cherokee, Forsyth, Macon, Midtown, and Preston 
Ridge. For more information about the Northside Hospital 
Radiation Oncology Program, please visit northside.com/
radiation-oncology. 

For more information on robotic bronchoscopy, please call 
404.303.3435 or visit northside.com/services/pulmonology/
interventional-pulmonology-program.

Elevating the Patient Experience at Northside

Steering Committee to expand the genomic resources and 
services available to our cancer patients.
Please email cancergenomics@northside.com to receive a 
referral form and upcoming case review dates.

recognized experts from genomic profiling companies will 
also work in tandem with the Cancer Genomics Team. The 
team meets on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month. 
Northside will also be launching the Precision Oncology 

New Cancer Genomics Team at Northside Hospital Cancer Institute (continued from page 3)

Northside Hospital Cancer Institute is among select centers 
in the country offering chimeric antigen receptor (CAR) 
T-cell therapy, one of the most promising cell-based cancer 
immunotherapies available. Northside is an authorized 
treatment center for providing the following types of  
CAR T-cell therapies: BREYANZITM, KYMRIAH®, TECARTUSTM, 
and YESCARTA®.
On June 24, 2022, the US FDA approved BREYANZITM for  
adult patients with relapsed/refractory large B-cell lymphoma 
including:
•  Diffuse large B-cell lymphoma (DLBCL) not otherwise 

specified, including DLBCL arising from indolent lymphoma
•  High-grade B-cell lymphoma
•  Primary mediastinal large B-cell lymphoma
•  Follicular lymphoma grade 3B

BREYANZITM Receives New United States Food and Drug Administration (US FDA) Indications

"Breyanzi has made it possible to offer a potential cure for patients with otherwise incurable lymphomas in 
which other treatment options had been exhausted or ineffective. The efficacy, response rates and toxicity 
profile of Breyanzi make it feasible to administer this treatment safely in our outpatient cellular therapy 
program and have allowed us to reach a wider patient population here in Atlanta and the state of Georgia." 

Dr. Lizamarie Bachier-Rodriguez

https://northside.com/radiation-oncology
https://northside.com/radiation-oncology
https://northside.com/services/pulmonology/interventional-pulmonology-program
https://northside.com/services/pulmonology/interventional-pulmonology-program
mailto:cancergenomics%40northside.com?subject=
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Cancer treatment can often cause physical and cognitive 
challenges, including pain, fatigue, muscle weakness, loss of 
memory and trouble with concentration. Cancer rehabilitation 
can help improve some of these symptoms. 
The goal of cancer rehabilitation is to:
• Help patients stay as active as possible so that they can 

participate in work, family and other life activities.
• Lessen the side effects and symptoms of the cancer and  

its treatment.
• Help keep patients as independent as possible.
• Improve patients’ quality of life.

Northside�Oncology�Rehabilitation�Now�Offers�Services�at�Nine�Locations�in�the�Atlanta�Region
Northside Hospital Cancer Institute currently has nine 
outpatient rehabilitation locations located in Atlanta/Sandy 
Springs, Atlanta/Sandy Springs Wound Care, Medical Tower, 
Alpharetta, Cherokee, Canton, Forsyth, Forsyth Wound Care 
and Lymphedema, Gwinnett Rehabilitation Services and 
Wound Care. For more information on Northside Hospital 
Rehabilitation services, please visit
northside.com/services/cancer-institute/
support-and-survivorship#oncology-rehabilitation.

Around Our Campuses and Community

New Forsyth timeshare for Northside Melanoma & Sarcoma Specialists of Georgia opened August 2nd at 1505 Northside 
Forsyth Drive, Suite 3400, Cumming, GA 30042 for consultation and follow-up appointments.

Gowri Satyanarayana, MD,  is a nationally and internationally recognized leader and board-certified infectious 
diseases physician, with expertise in the diagnosis and management of infections in patients who have cancer 
or who have undergone a transplant. Prior to joining Northside Hospital, Dr. Satyanarayana served as a 
transplant infectious disease physician, associate professor, director of transplant infectious disease clinical 
service and associate director of the antimicrobial stewardship program at Vanderbilt University Medical Center.  
Dr. Satyanarayana’s clinical interests include clinical trials, clinical research, clinician education, infectious diseases, 
transplant infectious diseases, antimicrobial stewardship, infections in patients with cancer, antimicrobial resistance 
and infection prevention. Dr. Satyanarayana now serves as the Medical Director of the Transplant & Oncology Infectious 
Disease Program at Transplant & Oncology Infectious Disease Specialists of Georgia. To learn more, please visit 
canceridga.com.

Harish Madala, MD,  is a board-certified hematologist and medical oncologist with expertise in treating solid 
tumors, blood cancers and hematologic disorders. Prior to joining Atlanta Cancer Care in early August, Dr. Madala 
served as the medical director of Ballad Health Cancer Care of Norton in Virginia where he had broad interests 
in various types of cancers and hematology, including colon and breast cancer and lymphoma. As a physician,  
he enjoys the unique interactions he has with his patients which allows him to develop long-term relationships with 
them. To learn more, please visit atlantacancercare.com/physicians/15757/?b=1.

Sarah Westergaard, MD,  earned her medical degree from the University of Texas Medical Branch, and she 
went on to complete her internship and residency at Emory University. Throughout her training, Dr. Westergaard 
has focused her research on lung cancer. She is committed to providing care with an emphasis on treating 
the patient and not just their disease, while staying focused on how various options will affect their quality 
of life. Dr. Westergaard began seeing patients in late August at Northside Hospital Cancer Institute Radiation  
Oncology – Cherokee. To learn more, please visit nroc-ga.com/providers/sarah-westergaard.

Haris Hatic, MD,  earned his medical degree from Edward Via College of Osteopathic Medicine, and he went on to 
complete his post graduate training at Northside Hospital Gwinnett. He completed his fellowship in Hematology 
and Oncology at the University of Alabama Birmingham in 2022. Dr. Hatic is board certified in internal medicine 
and is an active member of the American Society of Clinical Oncology and American Society of Hematology.  
Dr. Hatic is interested in addressing challenges of access to cancer care, the management of lung, breast, GI and  
GU malignancies. Dr. Hatic began seeing patients in August at the Suburban Hematology-Oncology Associates 
Lawrenceville and Duluth office locations. To learn more, please visit gwinnettcancercare.com/harishatic.

Provider Features

In July 2022, Northside Hospital Atlanta earned The Joint Commission’s Gold 
Seal of Approval® for Lung Cancer Disease-Specific Care Certification for a 
fourth consecutive survey. The certification will remain active for two years.

https://northside.com/services/cancer-institute/support-and-survivorship#oncology-rehabilitation
https://northside.com/services/cancer-institute/support-and-survivorship#oncology-rehabilitation
http://canceridga.com
https://www.atlantacancercare.com/physicians/15757/?b=1
https://nroc-ga.com/providers/sarah-westergaard
https://www.gwinnettcancercare.com/harishatic
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Continuing Education and Community Events
CONTINUING EDUCATION

Northside Hospital Cancer Institute Oncology Lecture Series 
Second Thursdays of each month from 12-1 p.m.  
Fall dates are November 10 and December 8, 2022. 
Please contact Susan Kearney at Susan.Kearney@northside.com  
for more details.

Atlanta Lung Cancer Symposium 2022 
October 29, 2022 from 7 a.m.-4 p.m. @ Loews Atlanta Hotel 
atlanta-lung-cancer-symposium.cventevents.com/event/6d5443f1- 
6bad-4e55-beea-e45928c90cc4/summary

Northside Hospital Cancer Institute Symposium – Prostate Cancer  
March 25, 2023 @ The Whitley Hotel 
Northside.com/NHCI2023symposium

CANCER SCREENING & PREVENTION
Built to Quit – Smoking and Tobacco Cessation Course 
Next 6-week session start date: November 8, 2022.  
Weekly classes include the American Lung Association Freedom 
from Smoking curriculum.  
northside.com/community-wellness/built-to-quit 

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Pink Promise United PINKnic in the Park 
October 27, 2022 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. @ Amerson River Park in Macon 
unitedwaycg.org/pinknicinthepark22

Lung Association Lung Force Run/Walk 5K  
November 5, 2022 @ 9 a.m. @ Brook Run Park in Dunwoody 
lungforce.org/atlanta/runwalk

Miles for Melanoma 5k Run/Walk 
November 6, 2022 @ 10 a.m. @ Piedmont Park in Atlanta 
join.melanoma.org/site/TR?fr_id=1732&pg=entry 

NORTHSIDE EVENTS
Tennis & Pickleball Against Breast Cancer  
Benefiting Northside Hospital’s Breast Care Program 
•  October 28, 2022 in North Fulton 
secure2.convio.net/nshosp/site/TR?fr_id=1090&pg=entry

2022 Breathe Better Cherokee 
November 3, 2022 from 3-6 p.m. 
@ Northside Hospital Cherokee, 460/470 building lobby 
For more information, call 404.845.5555, and press "0."

Wine Women & Shoes 
Benefiting the Northside Hospital Cancer Institute 
November 13, 2022 @ 1p.m. @ The Hotel Avalon 
winewomenandshoes.com/event/atlanta/ 

Great American Smokeout 
November 17, 2022 
Activities occuring at each Northside Hospital campus.  
Save the Date. More info to come.

for All for Providers

Follow Northside Hospital:
Click here to sign up to 

receive the Survivorship 
Newsletter in your inbox.

Click here to sign up to 
receive Cancer Care News 

in your inbox.

1000 Johnson Ferry Road NE 
Dept. 796 

Atlanta, GA 30342
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